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and the United States. Iron and steel are very
obedient. Whether it were not possible to make a
spinner that would not rebel, nor mutter, nor scowl,
nor strike for wages, nor emigrate 1 At the solicita-
tion of the masters, after a mob and riot at Staley-
bridge, Mr. Roberts of Manchester undertook to
create this peaceful fellow, instead of the quarrel-
some fellow God had made. After a few trials, he
succeeded, and in 1830, procured a patent for his self-
acting mule; a creation, the delight of millowners,
and "destined," they said, "to restore order among
the industrious classes"; a machine requiring only a
child's hand to piece the broken yarns. As Ark-
wright had destroyed domestic spinning, so Eoberts
destroyed the factory spinner. The power of machin-
ery in Great Britain, in mills, has been computed to
be equal to 600,000,000 men, one man being able by
the aid of steam to do the work which required two
hundred and fifty men to accomplish fifty years ago.
The production has been commensurate. England
already had this laborious race, rich soil, water, wood,
coal, iron, and favourable climate. Eight hundred
years ago commerce had made it rich, and it was
recorded, " England is the richest of all the northern
nations." The Norman historians recite, that " in
1067, William carried with him into Normandy, from
England, more gold and silver than had ever before
been seen in Gaul." But when, to this labour and
trade and these native resources was added this
goblin of steam, with his myriad arms, never tired,
working night and day everlastingly, the amassing of